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Edward Jenner inoculates his own son
EDWARD JENNER
Edward Jenner (1749-1823). Small-pox, once a dreadful
disease has become extinct now, with the result that vaccina-
tion against small-pox has been abandoned. But the efforts of
great people like Edward Jenner remain immortal. During his
time many died of small-pox; few who survived became
either blind or disfigured.
Distressed at the horror, Edward Jenner, launched a drive
to protect people against this scourge.
Nucleus of thought of his pursuit
There was a local belief that if once a person contracted
cow-pox, usually caused due to the sores of cow's udders while
milking, he will not contract small-pox. Cow-pox is a mild
disease in which sores appear on the fingers and hands*
So Jenner decided to put this belief to test. On May 14,
1796 he inoculated an eight-year-old boy, James Phipps with
the fluid from the cow-pox vesicles from the hands of a dairy
maid. The boy developed mild attack of cow-pox. On July 1
he inoculated the boy with the fluid obtained from the vesicles
of a man suffering from small-pox, amidst all opposition. To
everyones's surprise, the boy did not develop small-pox, i.e.,
he became immune to small pox.
Subsequently, Jenner inoculated his own son, Robert with